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As I sit here on an overcast May 
afternoon there are many things 
running through my mind causing me 

to sit back and reflect on the future. On the short 
term I begin to wonder how much the resurgence 
of a new variant of COVID-19 will have upon 
the church and our extended church membership. 
Having heard the stories of those impacted by 
Covid, and now having personally experienced it, 
I wonder how everyone is dealing with its short-
term and long-term ramifications. Will this virus 
have greater consequences that are unknown in the 
future or once we are over it, is that the end? Will 
we all be suspect to contracting it again or be more 
vulnerable to another variant that will come down 
the road. Will the need to socially distance and 
to mask up whenever necessary cause a problem 
with our gathering and experiencing fellowship? 
These are all things that are unknown and will 
be answered in the future. This virus will have 
an impact on the life of the church, but we just 
don’t know to what extent. Please be patient as 
we return to a mode of adapting as things change 
around us.

Beyond ourselves we must begin to reflect 
on how we can work to support the general 
populace of the community as they face the same 
concerns as we are facing. How are we going to 
react when there are strangers seeking help and 
assistance from us? How are we going to deal 
with the neighbor and stranger who approaches 

our door who is unwilling to wear a mask or 
be vaccinated, exposing us to the inherent risks 
of this pandemic? We are called to be good 
neighbors in the name of Christ, but how should 
we deal with those who impose potential risks to 
our own safety? If we look to Christ’s example 
we are called to be caring and compassionate, but 
at the same time we need to use some common 
sense to protect ourselves individually and as 
a community. The conditions in the world are 
causing us to stop and think compassionately and 
responsibly at the same time. 

In the country we see many divisions created 
over social issues which are destroying the very 
fabric of who we are as Christians. With the 
concerns about social justice and equality we 
now are experiencing neighbors versus neighbor 
compassion eroding into violence and hatred. 
The recent violence in Buffalo is an example of 
how communities can be united or can be torn 
apart. As we learn in scripture we are taught 
to love, respect, and care about our neighbors. 
Sometimes this is a tall order to fulfill because 
we are being conditioned to hate rather than to 
love. The frightening aspect is that this hatred is 
being perpetuated in the name of Christianity. 
We tend to be fearful of those we do not know 
and understand, so our initial response is to slam 
the doors of Christian love to the stranger. With 
refugees and immigrants coming to our borders 
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Church School Message and News
June 2022

Message: Time for a Vacation

Did you know that Jesus taught his disciples that it was 
important for them to take a vacation? Jesus’ disciples traveled 
from town to town telling others about God and His love for 

them. They traveled every day preaching, teaching, and healing the sick. 
They worked so hard that they often didn’t have time to stop to eat or 
sleep. They became very tired.

When Jesus saw how tired they were, he said to them, “Come with 
me to a quiet place and get some rest.” The Bible then says, “So they 
went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place.” It is important to 
notice a couple of things about what the Bible says.

First, Jesus said, “Come with me.”  SO…when we take a vacation, we 
need to remember to take Jesus with us. Some people never give Jesus 
a thought when they go on vacation. We should include Jesus in all that 
we do, even when we are on vacation.

Second, the Bible says the disciples went away to a quiet place. Their main purpose was to rest and renew 
their strength. Some people plan a vacation that is so full of activities that when they come home, they are more 
tired than when they left!

I hope that you have a great summer vacation. Don’t forget to take Jesus with you, and don’t forget to set 
aside some time for rest and relaxation. Then come back home refreshed and renewed!

Dear Lord, thank you for vacation time when we can rest and renew our strength. Help us to remember 
to include you in everything we do. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Youth News:   Day Camp is Set for June 27-July 1 
Applications and Paperwork should BE IN ALREADY!!!
Careful planning of camp relies on prompt replies.

*Preparing for camp is in motion… setting up schedules, groups by age, 
activities, counselor placements, menus, and all that makes camp fun and safe.  

*The groups are filling up with at least a dozen or more per group already set.
*There will be a counselor orientation the week before camp with date and 

time TBA.
*There is an extreme shortage of lifeguards everywhere but thanks to Kathy Rowe’s determination we are very 

fortunate to have a lifeguard the week of Day Camp!  
Many thanks to Kathy who takes care of this and volunteers the whole week as well.

Here is your chance to help!
Can you donate a snack item or beverage for Day Camp?   
A sign up sheet is in Cookman hall to assure we have what is needed each day.   
Please be sure to sign up so that we will know what is promised. 

WE GLADLY ACCEPT “CAMPERSHIP $ DONATIONS” IF SHOPPING IS NOT YOUR THING! 

See Beth or Hal if you have any questions
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PASTOR’S REFLECTION
Continued from page 1

and communities we need to be more hospitable to 
those who may be different than us. While we may 
not have been a stranger in a foreign land, we must 
begin to view their struggles through their eyes. Those 
coming from Afghanistan, the Ukraine, Russia, and 
elsewhere where they are objects of oppression, they 
are here because they are being displaced from their 
homeland and families. As a church we need to work 
on our welcoming skills.

In closing for now I implore each of you to reflect 
on how we can be better Christians during a difficult 

and turbulent time in our country and the world. 
Embrace and implement the teachings of Christ in a 
more loving and compassionate manner so that through 
our love we may make a difference. We comment often 
that we need to learn from our past so that we do not 
repeat history. May Christ’s blessings and guidance be 
with you now and forever as we strive to be the hands, 
eyes, and heart of Christ in this community.

Pastor Dave

As in the past we will not hold Church School classes in Summer. 

Kids are welcome for service! 

We will resume classes the Sunday after Labor Day - Sept. 11th.

Summer Sundays…

A LITTLE HUMOR

Two outdoorsmen from Texas went to Minnesota for a little 
ice fishing. After setting up a tent and sorting their equipment, 
they began to drill a hole in the ice. As they fired up their 
chainsaw, however, they heard a booming voice from above 
them: “There are no fish under that ice!”

Startled, the men looked at each other. “Is . . . is that you 
Lord? one of them asked.

The voice boomed again: “No, I’m the owner of this ice-skat-
ing rink, and I’m telling you guys for the last time — there are 
no fish under that ice!”
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EVENTS IN JUNE
Date Time Event Location

June 1 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 2 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 2 5:30-8:30 PM Fitchburg Scouting Cookman Hall

June 4 9:00-noon Church Clean-up Cookman Hall

June 5 10:00 AM Worship with Communion Sanctuary

June 6 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 6 5:30-7:30 PM Girl Scouts Cookman Hall

June 10 Evening Relay for Life MWCC – Gardner

June 11 All Day Relay for Life MWCC – Gardner

June 12 10:00 AM Worship  Sanctuary

June 13 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 14 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 14 7:00 PM Camp Wellville BOD TBD

June 15 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 16 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office 

June 16 5:30-8:30 PM Fitchburg Scouting Cookman Hall

June 19 10:00 AM Worship Sanctuary

June 19 Noon Deadline for Rolling Stone Office

June 20 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 20 5:30-7:30 PM Girl Scouts Cookman Hall

June 21 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office 

June 22 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office 

June 23 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 23 5:30-8:30 PM Fitchburg Scouting Cookman Hall

June 26 10:00 AM Worship Sanctuary

June 27 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 27 – July 1 All Day Day Camp Camp Wellville 

June 28 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office 

June 28 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting TBD

June 29 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office 

June 30 9:00 AM Office Hours begin Office

June 30 5:30-8:30 PM Fitchburg Scouting Cookman Hall

July 2 Opening Day Camp Wellville Season Camp Wellville

July 15 Noon Deadline for recipe submissions Office or Eileen Berger

NOTE:  ALL ACTIVITIES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO COVID-19 CONCERNS
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Relay for Life
ROLLSTONE ROLLERS

2022 Relay for Life will be on June 10th and 11th 

The theme will be Tune Out Cancer…Tune in Hope
We currently have 6 members and have raised $2,020.00 so far online. If you haven’t signed up yet, please do so soon. Relay 

is only 19 Days away. (As of 22-May)

Here is the link to the team’s page if you would like to sign up to be on the team. 
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY22VirtualEvents?team_id=2596132&pg=team&fr_id=101764 
If you would like to donate to the team or an individual person.
Please go to Greater Gardner Relay for Life and find Rollstone Rollers.

We are currently accepting coins for the coin drive.  If you have change you would like to donate, we will have a container 
on the table each Sunday between now and June 5th, 2022.  I have counted what we have collected so far, and we have raised 
just over $260.00 Thank you to all that have donated this far.

Fitchburg Civic Days

Mary Lyman & Kim Bourque             Co-Captain Rollstone Rollers

T-Shirts
We are selling t-shirts with our logo (Customize the Front)

Cost will be $10.00 for Medium to X-Large

$15.00 for XX-Large to XXX         If interested see Kim Bourque

On Sunday July 3rd the Rollstone Rollers will be selling

Hand Stretched Fried Dough, Gatorade and Water on Main Street.

Come down and visit us.  As soon as we know our location, we will let you know 
where will be set up.  On July 4th we will be set up in front of the church for the 

Parade selling off the rest of the beverages as we have done in the past.
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Dear Friends,

I’d like to announce I will be giving
my senior recital at

All Saints Episcopal Church
10 Irving St., Worcester, MA 01609

on June 3 • 6pm
This will be free and open to the public

Feel free to share with friends!

Parking information can be found on 
the church website

https://allsaintsw.org/

A light reception will follow.

Phone (508) 752-3766

From Gavin

Calling all cooks!  Members of the Rollstone congregation are planning to update our church’s classic cookbook, 
“The Rolling Pin” with an infusion of new recipes.  We need your help.

The Cookbook Development Committee is looking for legacy recipes to add to those compiled by church 
members decades ago for the famous “Rolling Pin” cookbook. The committee, which consists of Pastor David 
Hanks, Amy Larsen, Kim Bourque, Mary Lyman and Eileen and Jay Berger, is steering the project.  Donald Cloutier 
will design the book.

“We hope to complete the book by early fall in time to allow us to market it at the many regional craft fairs leading 
up to the Christmas holidays,” said Pastor Hanks. “We are looking for recipes for appetizers, salads, soups, desserts, 
entrees and drinks.”  Deadline for submission is July 15. 

Please send your recipes to Eileen Berger at the following addresses:  eileen47@gmail.com  or 41 Sawmill Pond 
Rd. Fitchburg, MA 01420 or just give her a copy after a church service. Include your phone number, in case there are 
questions, and your full name or the name of the recipe’s originator, for attribution.  

A legacy line if one is available would be a nice touch, such as “We always serve this cake on Easter”, or “Dad’s 
secret sauce makes this special.”

Eileen Berger

THE
  Rolling Pin



June 2022  -  The Rolling Stone  |  7

Birthdays in June
12 Ruth Carpentier
15 Kathy Rowe
15 Rick Lane
15 Diane Cormier
16 Hal Smith
29 Mary Anne Smith

Liturgical Date Liturgical Designation Liturgist Notes TIme  

Sun, June 5, 22 Pentecost Sunday Kathy Rowe   10:00 AM

Sun, June 12, 22 Trinity Sunday Janet Lane    10:00 AM

Sun, June 19, 22 2nd Sunday after Pentecost Marie Stansel    10:00 AM

Sun, June 26, 22 3rd Sunday after Pentecost Linda Haas   10:00 AM

LITURGIST SCHEDULE of WORSHIP SERVICES

Thank you for your 
time and service.


