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Prelude:

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

Gathering Thoughts:
Dear Brothers and Sisters, we still do not know with certainty when
we will be able to fling open the doors to invite each of you to join us as
we worship and praise God with thanksgiving. In response to our inability
to invite each and every one of you to join with us as we worship in the
Sanctuary, we are beginning to prepare the Sanctuary and the building to
welcome you back. We are still concerned about the rollercoaster effect in
the number of case being reported in the Commonwealth and throughout
the country. We may be able to better judge what the trend will be once we
have watched as the schools and colleges begin to reopen. Please do not be
discouraged but maintain hope that it will begin to become better and safer
for us to be together. Please pray for your leadership and the whole church
as we strive to ultimately open our doors to worship with one another and the
Holy Spirit.
Let Us Rejoice as We Worship:
We are tapestries richly woven with the threads of your artistry and
workmanship, O Lord.
As clay in the potter’s hand, as sculpture beneath an artist’s chisel, you are in us.
We are grateful for this “grace-ful” process through which your Spirit shapes
and defines our yielding soulscape.
We celebrate the riches of your grace by seeking to embody a community of
believers deeply rooted in the Truth.
May we bear fruit conceived within a holy womb.

Opening Hymn:

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,
Praising Thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!

All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise:
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Blooming meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.
Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
All who live in love are Thine:
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.
Mortals, join the mighty chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Father-love is reigning o’er us,
Brother-love binds man to man.
Ever singing march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us sunward
In the triumph song of life.

A Time of Prayer:
Majestic God, shine your light upon us with your love and mercy. Shine
upon us, Lord, with the brightness of your grace. As we have gathered
together in Spirit to worship, reveal to us your purpose and truth. Reveal to
us your ways so that we may fully and faithfully serve you as disciples and
believers. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
A Reading from the Scriptures:

Exodus 12:1-14 (NIV)

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month
shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the
year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this
month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If
a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor
in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of
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people who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male;
you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until
the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put
it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in
water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the
morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded,
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the land of
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgements: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague
shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as
a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.
Musical Interlude:

In Christ Alone

The Message:

“Performers”

Sen. Ted Cruz and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.
What do they have in common?
At first glance, you might think: Nothing. He’s a Republican and she’s a
Democrat, on opposite ends of the political spectrum. Recently, the two of
them had a Twitter spat about science.
So yes, they have their differences. But consider this: Both are performers.
Cruz hosts a podcast called “Verdict,” which looks at the important news
stories of the day. Ocasio-Cortez — known as AOC — appears frequently in
magazine and television interviews. Both have identifiable brands, and they
use their elected positions as platforms from which to comment on culture
and politics. Cruz and AOC are performers on the stage called Congress.
Is this bad? Not necessarily. It’s important for our leaders to have high
profiles. If you support them, you certainly want them to have influence.
But problems arise when a person takes the stage.
NPR (National Public Radio) recently interviewed Yuval Levin, author
of the book, A Time to Build. He has discovered that when institutions are
used as stages, people lose trust. “We trust an institution when we think that
it forms the people within it to be trustworthy,” says Levin, “so that not only

does it perform an important social function … but it also at the same time
provides an ethic that shapes the people within it.”
Think of the military, which forms a particular kind of person. Or the
church. In years past, Congress was a formative institution, shaping people in
such a way that they could fight for their positions but also compromise and
build consensus. A good example is Bob Dole and George McGovern, who
were at opposite ends of the political spectrum but could work in the Senate
to build a broad, nonpartisan consensus in support of anti-hunger programs.
Unfortunately, institutions are now less formative and more performative.
Performer politicians “want to be seen as outsiders overturning a
discredited establishment,” writes Michael Gerson in The Washington
Post. For them, “public office is not so much a place to serve and achieve but
a means to raise the profile of their activism.”
When politicians take this approach, the purpose of institutions undergoes
a shift. “We have moved,” writes Levin, “from thinking of institutions as
molds that shape people’s characters and habits toward seeing them as
platforms that allow people to be themselves and to display themselves.”
There is nothing liberal or conservative about this. It is a completely
bipartisan cultural shift.
According to Levin, “We see people using institutions as stages, as a
way to raise their profile or build their brand. And those kinds of institutions
become much harder to trust.” Even church members are increasingly drawn
to leaders who have a big stage — think of Joel Osteen or Paula White. The
result, sad to say, is that the institutional church loses the trust of the people.
The book of Exodus makes clear that Moses was not looking for a big
stage. After God appears to Moses in the burning bush and says he will
send him to liberate the Israelites, Moses says, “Who am I that I should go
to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” (Exodus 3:11). Moses is
clearly not looking for a platform.
Then Moses says, “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent … I am
slow of speech and slow of tongue” (4:10). He knows that he is not a good
performer. So God allows Aaron, the brother of Moses, to speak to the people
for Moses.
After God sends plagues on the land of Egypt, God gives Moses and
Aaron instructions about the celebration of the Passover. This sacred meal
“shall be a day of remembrance for you,” says God. “You shall celebrate it as
a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance” (12:14). Passover is an institution that is formative for
the Jewish people, shaping their lives from the time of Moses to today. They
don’t need Moses to perform for them, because they have something else to
form them — the Passover.
During Passover, Jews eat a piece of meat, “roasted over the fire with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs” (v. 8). They remember that their ancestors
ate hurriedly, because they had to escape after the Lord passed over the land
and killed the firstborn of the Egyptian families. The institution is called
Passover because God said, “I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy

you when I strike the land of Egypt” (v. 13).
“Passover is a holiday about freedom,” writes Dara Lind in Vox, “because
it celebrates the Jews’ liberation from slavery in Egypt.” The traditional
Passover dinner “is organized around telling the Passover story, it’s an
opportunity for Jews to connect themselves with their history; to think more
consciously about those who are still oppressed today; and to hope that
people today will know freedom.”
So how does Passover shape the Jewish people? It reminds them that God
worked powerfully to liberate their ancestors from slavery, and it connects
them with this important history. It also awakens their compassion toward
people who are oppressed today — migrants who are traveling toward
freedom, as well as people who are trapped in poverty or ethnic strife.
Passover shapes a certain kind of moral and ethical person. It
is formative, not performative.
Not that Passover’s influence is limited to the Jews. “African-Americans
in slavery,” says Lind, “used the story of Exodus as a metaphor for their
struggle.” Think of the spiritual, “Go Down, Moses,” which linked ancient
Jews to African-American slaves. Or Harriet Tubman, the great liberator of
slaves — she was called “Moses.”
So what are the institutions that can be formative for Christians? More
important than any preacher on a platform are the traditions that form us as
followers of Christ. They shape us as a distinctive community and make the
institutional church more trustworthy.
The first comes out of Passover itself: The sacrament of the Lord’s supper.
When Jesus was celebrating the Passover with his disciples, he took a loaf of
bread, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he
took a cup and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness
of sins” (Matthew 26:26-28).
The sacrament is an institution that forms us and feeds us as followers
of Christ. We eat the bread, which is the body of Christ, so that we can
become the body of Christ, the physical presence of Jesus in the world today.
Nourished by this bread, we are strengthened to be the hands and feet of
Jesus, showing his love and advancing his mission and ministry. In the Lord’s
supper, the blood of the covenant is not used to mark doorways and escape
death. But it has saving power — it reminds us that the blood of Christ was
“poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (v. 28). When we drink the
cup, we are freed from sin and liberated to be Christ’s people in the world.
The sacrament of the Lord’s supper is formative, not performative. Its
power comes from the Holy Spirit of God, not from a pastor on a platform. In
every time and place, the sacrament can be trusted.
Another institution that can shape us is the Christian community itself.
Now it is true that churches are full of fallible people, and no congregation
is flawless. But the apostle Paul is right to say that the church is the one
body of Christ, and “in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body” (1
Corinthians 12:13).

No leader on a stage can be as supportive or inspiring as a community
that is open to the power of the Holy Spirit. In the novel, City of Peace, a
Methodist minister named Harley Camden suffers the devastating loss of his
wife and daughter in a European terrorist attack. Sent by his bishop to a tiny
congregation in a small town, he begins his ministry as a bitter man. But then
the Holy Spirit starts to work, primarily through the people around him.
One day, he has a conversation with a Baptist neighbor name Tawnya. He
is trying to finish a sermon, but he is stuck. “We Methodists are probably not
as tuned into the Spirit as we should be,” admits Harley. “The Spirit is wild
and unpredictable, and that makes us uncomfortable. Reminds us of faithhealing and speaking in tongues.”
“But that’s not all the Spirit does,” says Tawnya.
“You’re right,” says Harley. “I have felt the Spirit. It has calmed me and
guided me.”
“Sounds like a healing power to me,” Tawnya says. “The Spirit is active in
the community, the church, the Body of Christ.”
Talking with Tawnya, Harley experiences a sudden sense of relief that he
doesn’t have to be alone in his grief and anger and frustration, because the
Spirit is with him, really with him. He realizes that he needs to switch boats.
Instead of doing the exhausting work of rowing all by himself, it is time
for him to jump into a sailboat and allow the wind of the Spirit to push him
forward.
Moses knew that no performance could be as powerful as the institution
of Passover. In similar manner, no pastor on a platform can shape people like
the sacrament of the Lord’s supper and a Spirit-filled community. So let’s
turn away from performers, and focus on building a church we can trust.
Musical Interlude:

I come to the Garden Alone		

A Time of Prayer – let us remember all of our brothers and sisters on the prayer
list, especially those who are having a difficult time during this period of social
distancing. Please share your prayer concerns so that they may be added to the
prayer list by emailing your concern to Pastor Dave at dbhanks92@comcast.net
or by calling him direct at 978-821-9571. He is available every evening and on
weekends. During this time we suggest that you create a prayer partner with whom
you can pair up until we are able to worship together at the church.

Loving God, we come to you in gratitude for your love, which is
always present to us. In the stillness of these moments, we remember with
thanksgiving the times in our lives when your love has enabled us to rise to
our better selves. We thank you for the gift of your Son, who came that we
might know what perfect love looks like.
We remember, too, the times when we have acted in anger rather than in
love; we recall with remorse when our patience has been less than perfect and

our behavior has been childish and surly. Forgive us for the occasions when
we have loved things and used people and when we have failed to make love
a priority in our lives.
Breathe in us new life, instilling us with enthusiasm for the opportunities
we have to begin again. Empowered by your love for us, O God, let us unite
ourselves with all of life in the example of Jesus, the Lord of our lives. Help
us to be intentional in the way we interact with one another, so that there can
be no doubt as to whom we serve.
And now as we continue in prayer let us remember the that prayer that
Jesus taught us to lift up by saying.... “Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.”
Closing Hymn:

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing;
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each Thy love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us, O refresh us,
Traveling through this wilderness.
Thanks we give and adoration
For Thy Gospel’s joyful sound;
May the fruits of Thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful,
To the truth may we be found.
So that when Thy love shall call us,
Savior, from the world away,
Let no fear of death appall us,
Glad Thy summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever,
Reign with Thee in endless day.
Benediction:
Let us rejoice at being servants of God — summoned by the Spirit, called
into community, led by faith, inspired for service, and in all things, consumed
by joy. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.

Postlude:

Benedicamus Domino

Christopher Uhelein

PRAYER LIST
Amy Belli
Carolyn Barney
Jack Brigham
Becky Colwell
Diana Escarbie
Cathy Fontaine
Chuck Funk
Bob and Pat Goguen
Linda Hurd
Mary Jackson
Tom Kazanjian
Sarah Kee
Bob and Doris Lane
Diane Lane Cormier
Linda Long
Lorraine Michaud
Audrey Painchaud
Maria Piazza
Melanie Pouliot
Jackie Reiss
Martha Quinn
Del Sampson
Elwin Shepard
Ron Smith
Carole Ann Sumner and Henry
Donna Thorne
Daniel Tousignant
Marilyn Wales
Mary Wayman
All who are experiencing difficult times and situations
All who are lonely or depressed
All who are personally dealing with the affects of the COVID-19 Virus
All medical personnel – doctors, nurses, testing staff, first responders
Our Church and all of its members and friends
All members of our armed forced who have committed themselves
to the protection of liberty

Blessing for a Face Mask
God of health and wholeness,
of neighbor love and kindness
bless this mask, my slight shield
against great ills:
Bless the fabric that repels the drops,
the ties that go behind my ears,
the wire that fits snug against my nose,
the folds that cup my chin.
Make me grateful for my mask
even when it makes me hot,
even when I look funny in it,
even when I’m dying to take it off.
Bless me also, and everyone
who for their own and others’ sakes
put on this holy inconvenience every day,
our minds made up to love.
— REV. MARY LUTI

