


Prelude:                                    Gracious God Jesse Manibusan

Gathering as the Hour Approaches:

Come, come and seek the mysteries that are unfolding.
Squint your eye and bend your ear to these deep things of God.
Jesus, the Son of God, gathers with his followers, celebrating the ancient 
sacrifice of blood, of the coming of death, of the Passing Over of the Angel of 
death, foreshadowing what is to come. …
The Son gathers with his followers, showing them the extent of his love.
The Son gathers with his followers, instituting a new covenant.
All things begin to come together here, here in the upper room.
Lord, let us look on and listen in to these mysteries. Draw us deeper still, Spirit 
of God, into the depth, the significance of this celebration. Amen. 

The Lighting of the Candles: (The candles are lit to reveal the Upper Room)

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the eternal Creator in heaven, illuminate our 
lives as we prepare for this Service of the Shadows.
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, as our eyes behold the vesper light, we 
sing your praises, O Holy One.
You, O Lord, are worthy to be praised at all times, in the shadows and in the 
light. Hear our joyful voices as we remember that night of so long ago. May our 
songs and prayers bring honor to you and may you be glorified forever.

Hymn:                 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

Lord, Who throughout these forty days
For us didst fast and pray,
Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins
And close by Thee to stay.

As Thou with Satan didst contend,
And didst the victory win,
O give us strength in Thee to fight,
In Thee to conquer sin.

And through these days of penitence,
And through Thy passiontide,
Yea, evermore in life and death,
Jesus, with us abide.
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Abide with us, that so, this life
Of suffering over past,
An Easter of unending joy
We may attain at last. 

A Time of Prayer:

Holy God, open us to the depths of your love hidden in the mystery of this 
week. Let us hear your cries and whispers in the voices of all who suffer. Let us 
know your comforting hope in the midst of gainful Good Fridays. Let us feel 
your forgiveness when we betray, deny and run away.

Holy One, walk with us through the valleys and shadows until we come face 
to face with thechildren of the night radiant joy of the Risen Christ. Bring us to 
your Easter.   Amen.

A Time of Confessing Our Sins

Brothers and Sisters, we have been called to be children of the day and not 
children of the night. Let us all together ask for God’s forgiveness and grace by 
lifting up our prayer of confession.

Prayer of Confession (all in unison)

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to 
undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, 
and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a 
past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and 
grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; through Jesus 
Christ the light of the world.  Amen.

Gathered in the Upper Room:

Come on this holy evening to share together remembrances of our Lord.
We come together to remember and pray, to break bread and drink of the cup.
We come with thankful hearts for all the rich meanings of this sacred night.
And, too, in our Lord’s community of faithful disciples, we have come to know 
again the power of God’s redeeming love. 

Remembering the Last Supper:

Friends, let us dine and share in the wine as the hour of the Passover is rapidly 
approaching. Enjoy the food that has been prepared for you as we remember the 
time when our ancestors hastily prepared for what was to come. By the blood of 
the sacrifice marked on the mantle of the doorway, Our God Most High, protected 
us. As we gather we are reminded of that night and the deliverance that God 
brought us. Eat and enjoy as we will so be preparing for the times to come and the 
deliverance that we shall receive from God. My friends, I will only be with you yet 
for a little while, every time that you share in this feast,  REMEMBER ME.



Friends, take now of this cup for God is pouring it out so that you may know 
forgiveness and redemption. My hour has arrived, drink of this cup each of you 
and REMEMBER ME. I shall not drink of this cup again until we are all seated 
together with my Father.

And with that, those gathered ate of the bread and drank of the cup as they were 
commanded, remembering all that He said to them on that night.

Tonight we gather around the Lord’s table as the disciples and followers did so 
long ago. This table, it’s a table so large that there’s room for all to come and 
share in this most holy of meals. Tonight let us break the bread of blessings and 
share in the cup of salvation. Lord, we gather to remember and celebrate.  (All 
present will share in the bread and cup as we remember that last supper.) 

Musical Interlude:                “Remember Me” Deborah Govenor

The Service to Remember the Passion of Christ

The Shadow of Betrayal: (the first candle is extinguished) Matthew 26:20-25 (NIV)

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And 
while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”
22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you 
don’t mean me, Lord?”
23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will 
betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to 
that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not 
been born.”
25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, 
Rabbi?”
Jesus answered, “You have said so.”

Musical Interlude:        Ours Where the Griefs He Bore Stephen Dean

The Shadow of Desertion: (the second candle is extinguished) Matthew 26:31-35 (NIV)

31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of 
me, for it is written:
“‘I will strike the shepherd,
    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”
33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.”
34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, 
you will disown me three times.”
35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” 
And all the other disciples said the same.



Hymn: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

Go to dark Gethsemane, Ye that feel the tempter’s power;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see;  Watch with him one bitter hour;
Turn not from his griefs away; Learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

(After the hymn the scene moves from the Upper Room to reveal Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.)

Agony of the Soul: (the third candle is extinguished) Luke 22:39-44 (NIV)

39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed 
him. 40 On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation.” 41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and 
prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, 
but yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened 
him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like 
drops of blood falling to the ground.

Unshared Vigil: (the fourth candle is extinguished) Mark 14:37-41 (NIV)

37 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to 
Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? 38 Watch and pray 
so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
39 Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40 When he came back, he 
again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what 
to say to him.
41 Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? 
Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of 
sinners. 

Musical Interlude:                       “Nimrod” Edward Elgar

“Father, the Hour is Come”: (the fifth candle is extinguished) John 17:1-5 (NIV)

17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For 
you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those 
you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth 
by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your 
presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

“That they may all be one”: (the sixth candle is extinguished) John 17:15-26 (NIV)

15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the 
world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they 



too may be truly sanctified.

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in 
me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you 
are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that 
they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may 
be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me.

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to 
see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the 
creation of the world.
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will 
continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in 
them and that I myself may be in them.”

Musical Interlude:                       Ubi Caritas Ola Gjeilo

“Arrest in the Garden”: (the seventh candle is extinguished) John 18:1-14 (NIV)

18 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the 
Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples 
went into it.
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met 
there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of 
soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were 
carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.
4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked 
them, “Who is it you want?”
5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with 
them.) 6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let 
these men go.” 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be 
fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”
10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s 
servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)
11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the 
Father has given me?”
12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials 
arrested Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the 
father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who 
had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.



“The Denial of Jesus”: (the eighth candle is extinguished) John 18:15-26 (NIV)

15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this 
disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s 
courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who 
was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there 
and brought Peter in.
17 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter.
He replied, “I am not.”
18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to 
keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.

19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his 
teaching.
20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in 
synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in 
secret. 21 Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I 
said.”
22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is 
this the way you answer the high priest?” he demanded.
23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But 
if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to 
Caiaphas the high priest.

25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they 
asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”
He denied it, saying, “I am not.”
26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut 
off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 27 Again Peter 
denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.

“The Trial” (the ninth candle is extinguished) John 18: 28-40 (NIV)

28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the 
Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial 
uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat 
the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you 
bringing against this man?”
30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over 
to you.”
31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”
“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to 
fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die.
33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are 
you the king of the Jews?”
34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you 
over to me. What is it you have done?”
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 



fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from 
another place.”
37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and 
came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens 
to me.”
38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews 
gathered there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your 
custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you 
want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”
40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had 
taken part in an uprising.

“Shadow of the Cross”: (the last candles are extinguished) Mark 15:16-20 (NIV)

16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called 
together the whole company of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on him, then 
twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18 And they began to call 
out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they struck him on the 
head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to 
him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put 
his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

Musical Interlude:                “Tis Finished” Deborah Govenor

(During this time the sanctuary is blackened and is stripped to remind us of a world 
without hope and promise of eternal life. The events of this night and of Good Friday 

are not the final word, for only God  has the final word in all creation.
Do not lose hope this night for God will send to us a new light to illumine our path.)

The Word was God John 1:1-4, 14, 10, 12;3:19 paraphrased

Before the world was created, the Word already existed; the Word was with God, 
and the Word was the same as God.

From the beginning the Word was with God. Through the Word God made all 
things; not one thing in all creation was made without the Word. The Word was 
the source of life, and this life brought light to humanity. 

The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us.

The Word was in the world; and though God made the world through the Word, 
the world did not recognize the Word. Some, however did receive the Word and 
believed in the Word. So the Word gave them the right to become God’s children. 
This is how judgment works: The light has come into the world, but people love 
the shadows rather than the light, because their deeds are evil.



(At the conclusion of the last reading the Christ candle is extinguished.)

Postlude:                            Jesus Remember Me Taize

(During the playing of the postlude the Easter Vigil Candle will be lit
as we await Easter morning.)
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