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Pastor Dave

The gifts have all been opened, the family 
has returned home, the decorations are 
being stored away for another year, and 

we can finally declare that we have survived another 
Christmas season. That is the scene that is playing 
out in so many homes and even churches all over the 
land. There is so much preparation and in the blink of 
an eye the celebration is over.

There are still some loose ends that need to be 
dealt with, especially if you are one who keeps 
Christmas going until Epiphany, but even that 
will soon be happening. It is hard to believe that 
Christmas is gone by so quickly, but there are 
reminders that Christmas was here. There are still 
containers of left-over cookies and there are the bills 
which still need to be paid. The kids have already lost 
interest in all the toys they received as presents or 
they may be broken or even may need new batteries. 

Our Christmas celebration has become the center 
of commercialization which begs the question, 
“where was Jesus in all of this?” For the older 
generations we still remember that Jesus is the 
focus of the season as we sang Christmas carols and 
brought out the Nativity sets to decorate our homes. 
We might have even found a way to work into our 

schedule a visit to church to light a candle and sing 
Silent Night. But now that the day has passed, we 
see that many have packed away Jesus the Babe of 
Bethlehem with all the decorations and wrapping 
paper until we bring him out of storage again next 
year. It is so sad that Jesus has been lost in the shuffle 
of life.

So, with Jesus being lost in the shuffle how do we 
find him and bring him back into the center of our 
lives? The quickest way is to live a life fashioned 
after his teachings. Jesus never let an opportunity 
to minister and teach pass him by as he used every 
moment that God gave him to lead by example. We 
have many opportunities to do good and bring hope 
to everyone, but our attitudes tend to get in the way 
which prevent us from doing what we are called to 
do and to be in Christ. As we begin a new year may 
we take every opportunity to live in and with Christ 
so that we may bring hope and light to all people.

Happy New Year and hope to see you in worship 
before we are celebrating the Resurrection of Christ.

Where’s Jesus?
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December was fun as we enjoyed reading a different Christmas Book each week during Advent classes. We read 
and made ornaments for “Come And See” (a rhyming story of Jesus’s birth)  - “Santa’s Favorite Story” (tying the 
nativity story with Santa’s good will) and  “A Dozen Silk Diapers” (a gift, even from a lowly spider who has little to 
give, is special).

Our story in action was the 4th Sunday in Advent - we enjoyed presenting a multi-generational Pageant that 
was well received by many. Thank you to all who participated! And also to those who helped with the collection of 
nearly 40 Stuffed Animals, (and even a camel). These will all be donated to the Police and Fire Departments to help 
comfort children during emergency calls.  

The Board of Ed will begin 2023 with a little “Trivia Fun” during Fellowship on Sunday, January 15th, led by 
Kim Bourque. No pressure, we will play in teams and expect more than a few laughs along the way.   

Happy New Year to all and may 2023 be a wonderful year for our church family to gather, support one another, 
and be of good cheer!
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We’ve been working for months on The Rolling Pin 
II an update on Rollstone Church’s wonderful 1954 
Cookbook, The Rolling Pin. It’s been a much bigger job 
than we imagined.

We were targeting the book for October 2022 so that we 
could attract holiday buyers.  However, editing the group 
of older recipes as well as new recipes took a lot of time.  
Now, we hope to have it out before next Mothers’ Day.

Think about it.  All of the original Rolling Pin recipes 
were hand-written and in many different formats. 
Everything had to be retyped. Then there was the 
consideration of teaspoon or tsp. or t. etc.? We would 
want the recipes in the same format and style. Speaking 
personally, it was a labor of love.

The new book will have close to 300 recipes.  
Approximately half from the 1954 book and half from 
today’s cooks. Names are attached to all recipes, so you 

can look up family members who were members of 
Rollstone Congregational Church in the 1950s.  

All the recipes look great. What’s interesting is that 
modern cooks have access to better cooking  technology 
(electric mixers and graters for example)  and fresh meat, 
seafood and produce. 

We hope to get the Rolling Pin II into the publisher, 
Morris Press Cookbooks, by middle of January 2023.  In 
general, it takes three months for the publisher to set up 
and print the book. 

We expect the book to go on sale for $20.  If you 
would like us to save you a copy or several – no money 
required until you receive the book – please let me know. 
Eileen47@gail.com 215-534-3364.

Eileen Berger

Where’s the New Cookbook?

On Thursday December 22nd we set out to make the purchases of the food items that were requested by “Our Father’s 
Table” for the Christmas dinners that would be served to their clients. Those that set out on our trip to Market Basket on 
Waters Street were Beth Porell, Becky Capone-Colwell, and Pastor Dave.

The helpers quickly filled up our sleigh with Roast Beef, Potatoes, Holiday Pies, Carrots, Onions, and Biscuits. The 
sleigh was overflowing with the food items due to your generosity and meant that the clients at two of the facilities 
served by “Our Father’s Table” would have a hot and nutritious dinner for Christmas.

The Deacon’s and the Mission’s Volunteers would like to express our deepest gratitude for you generosity, love, and 
compassion shown to others who are less fortunate during the Christmas season.

Becky Capone-Colwell at Our Father’s House

Holiday Dinner Baskets

The food is all packed and ready 
for delivery! Merry Christmas!!!
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ALL ANNUAL REPORTS

ARE NOW DUE

IN THE OFFICE

BY JANUARY 4th

Thank You



January 2023  -  The Rolling Stone  |  5

In Memory of

Robert Beaulac
Given by Pamela Beaulac and Family

In Memory of

My Mother Winnie Dempsey
Given by Barbara Berry

In Memory of

My Father Forest M. Dempsey
Given by Barbara Berry

In Memory of

My Sister Edith Taylor
Given by Barbara Berry

In Memory of

 Joseph and Lauraine Pilesky
Given by Mary Lyman

In Memory of

Kevin Fitzgerald
Given by Mary Lyman

In Memory of

Walter and Norma Schrader
Given by George and Dianne Sammet

In Memory of

Walter and Norma Schrader
Given by Lois Schrader

In Memory of

Marjorie Smith
Given by Ron and Mary Anne Smith

In Memory of 

Vincenza and Aldo Baggio
Given by Ron and Mary Anne Smith

In Memory of

My Dear Parents Dorothy and Llewellyn Rowe, Jr.
Given by Kathleen Ann Rowe

In Memory of

My Beloved Sister Rebecca Rowe Pandiscio
Given by Kathleen Ann Rowe

In Memory of

Our Loved Ones
Given by Reverend David Hanks and Donald Cloutier

In Memory of

Roger Reiss
Given by Jackie Reiss

In Memory of

Parents - Esther and John Barker
Brother - Odean Schaefer

Given by Edwina Olcott

Christmas 
Flowers
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Brunch will be served immediately following worship.

Menu
Fresh Fruit Cup

Assorted Mini Muffins and Breads
Egg Casserole

Scrambled Eggs
Canadian Bacon

Sausage
Irish Potato Casserole
Pancakes with Syrup

Juice   •   Coffee   •   Tea

PLEASE
JOIN US

As 2022 ends, I wish to thank all those 
who make this newsletter possible 
through the year. It couldn’t happen 
without the support of so many people. 

Kathy Rowe, editor
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Presented by

The Groton School Choir
under the direction of

Mr. Daniel Moriarty,
Organist and Choir Director

Sunday, January 8, 2023 – 2:00 PM

Rollstone Congregational Church
199 Main Street

Fitchburg, Massachusetts

A Freewill Offering will be received

A Festival of Nine
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Beginning April 21, 2020 we started video taping the Sunday 
morning services at Rollstone. Originally we did this to an empty 
sanctuary because of the shutdown caused by the Covid pandemic.  
Since that first video we have recorded virtually every Sunday 
service and put them on the church’s YouTube channel (//www.
youtube.com/@rollstonechurch6489). We now have 143 Sunday 
services, 13 special services, and 23 music videos posted on our 
channel.

From that first video recording until June 6, 2021 Pastor Dave 
preached to an empty Sanctuary. Occasionally he would do 2 

services at a time and on one day he recorded 4 different services to cover the month of August, 
2020! The videos were recorded by a team including Andy Lipasti, Ron Smith, Don Cloutier and 
Paul Stansel. The editing of the videos was done by Paul.

Virtually all the services had organ music by Gavin Klein until he departed for college. In 
addition to playing for the Sunday services Gavin recorded several organ recitals as well as a 
number of individual organ pieces of old favorites. His time on our organ were some of the most 
popular videos we recorded.

During 2022, we have had 1,259 views for a total watching time of 154.2 hours. Over the almost 
3 years we have been doing this, we have had over 7,000 views for a total of 885 hours. We have 45 
subscribers to our channel. Besides viewers in the US we have had people from Ecuador, England 
and Germany see the videos.  

Because of the time commitment for the editing and posting of videos, (typically 1-2 hours to 
edit and 2 hours plus to post), and the reduced number of views due to being open for in-person 
services, the Deacons have decided to end the weekly recording of every Sunday service. We still 
intend to record and post special services throughout the year.

All these services are still available on either the church’s YouTube channel, or they can be 
accessed from the church’s website.

Video Taping
at Rollstone Church
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ROLLSTONE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Warrant for the Annual Meeting – 2023
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Worcester County

To: The active members and all other persons having an interest
 in Rollstone Congregational Church.

Greetings: You are hereby notified of, and encouraged to attend, the
 annual meeting of Rollstone Congregational Church in
 Fitchburg to meet in the Sanctuary, Sunday, February 5, 2023,
 at 11:00 am to act on the following articles:

Article I: To receive the reports of the officers and committees for the
 preceding year, accept nominations and to act on
 anything thereon.

Article II: To choose and elect such officers, committees and any others
 needed to carry on the work of the church, and to fill any
 vacancy or vacancies that may exist.

Article III: To transact any other business that may legally come before
 the meeting.
  

  Kathleen Ann Rowe

  Kathleen Ann Rowe, Clerk
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Liturgists Schedule for January and February
January 1st 1st Sunday of Christmas Dianne Sammet

January 8th 1st Sunday After Epiphany Marie Stansel

January 15th 2nd Sunday After Epiphany Jean Suomala

January 22nd 3rd Sunday After Epiphany Beth Porell

January 29th 4th Sunday After Epiphany Lois Schrader

February 5th 5th Sunday After Epiphany Kathleen Ann Rowe

February 12th 6th Sunday After Epiphany Dianne Sammet

February 19th Transfiguration Sunday Marie Stansel

February 26th First Sunday in Lent Jean Suomala

Birthdays in January

12 Jasmine Paine
20 Eli Brassard
24 Lois Schrader
24 Vikki Police
28 Aurelia Lyman
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January’s another month,

It’s when our New Year starts.

No matter what comes up this time,

We have strong, warm hearts!

We come all winter, through the year.

We are a family. One!

When January 1st comes by,

Our later year is done.

This year I hope church does well!

Sure financially,

If we all are generous,

We sure would be debt, free!

Sara Kee

J a n u a r y


